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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, PFOR, PK, IN, BG 

SUBJ: EXCHANGE OF BENGALEES, NON-BENGALEES, AND POW'S 
REP: ISLAMABAD 9946 

1. SURVEY OF THREE-WAY MOVEMENT OF SOUTH ASIAN 
REPATRIATES AND REPUGEES SHOWS CONTINUING PROGRESS. 
ACCORDING RED CROSS IN ISLAMABAD, 29287 POW'S AND CIVIL 
INTERNEES WERE REPATRIATED THROUGH NOVEMBER 30 (13150 
IN NOVEMBER) OUT OF APPROXIMATELY 92,000: AT CURRENT 
RATE OF ONE TRAIN LOAD (840) ALTERNATE DAYS, WILL 
REQUIRE ABOUT 5 MORE MONTHS TO COMPLETE REPATRIATION. 
DURING SAME PERIOD 20992 NON-BENGALEES MOVED FROM 
BANGLADESH (10,117 IN NOVEMBER) OF ESTIMATED 70,000, 

WITH ADDITIONAL 5 MONTHS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE 
REPATRIATION AT CURRENT RATE. TOTAL OF 54373 
BENGALEES MOVED FROM PAKISTAN (25555 IN NOVEMBER) OF 
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THREE MONTHS IF CURRENT RATE MAINTAINED. 

2. BOTH GOP AND RED CROSS BELIEVE RECENT INCREASE IN 
MOVEMENT OF NON-BENGALEES TO PAKISTAN IS 

DUE TO LARGER NUMBER INDIVIDUAL ENTRY PERMITS GRANTED, 
BETTER TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS WITHIN BANGLADESH, AND 
DIVERSION SOME UNHCR PLANES TO CHITTAGONG TO PICK UP 
REFUGEES THERE RATHER THAN MOVING THEM ALL TO DACCA 
FOR ONWARD PASSAGE. BOTH SOURCES NOTE SOME MISUNDER- 
STANDINGS IN PAST CREATED WHEN GOP DEFINED QUOTE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES UNQUOTE TO EXCLUDE RAILROAD AND 
OTHER PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES AND QUOTE FAMILY 
MEMBERS UNQUOTE TO COVER ONLY HUSBANDS, WIVES, CHILDREN, 
MINOR UNMARRIED SIBLINGS, AND ELDERLY DEPENDENT PARENTS. 
BOTH FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT PROBLEMS RESULTING FROM DEFINITION 
OF THESE CATEGORIES HAVE NOW BEEN LARGELY RESOLVED. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND ALL HIGH-LEVEL BENGALEE CIVIL 
SERVANTS HAVE NOW BEEN REPATRIATED AND MILITARY ARE 
MOVING. THERE ARE SOME REPORTS, HOWEVER, THAT PAKS 

MAY BE HOLDING BACK SOME FEW BENGALEE MILITARY POSSIBLY 
WITH VIEW TO BARGAINING FOR THE 195 PAK POW'S GOP 
CONTINUES COMPLAIN THAT GOI IS NOT REPATRIATING 
POW'S AT PACE REQUIRED UNDER DELHI AGREEMENT FOR 
SUMULTANEITY. WE HAVE NOTED IN PAST WEEK OR SO, 

HOWEVER, THAT NUMBER OF POW'S REPORTED CROSSING AT 
WAGAH ON ALTERNATE DAYS HAS RISEN FROM 840 TO AROUND 
880-900, WHICH SUGGESTS GOI MAY BE RESPONDING IN SOME 
MEASURE TO STEP-UP IN MOVEMENT OF NON-BENGALEES. WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INFO DELHI MAY HAVE ON THIS POINT. ALSO 
WOULD APPRECIATE DACCA COMMENTS ON NUMBERS OF 
NON-BENGALEES WHO MAY QUALIFY IN UNLIMITED CATEGORIES 
AND PROGRESS THEIR EMIGRATION.BYROADE 
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